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And in that.were filled with displays, I had had a cloudy sky over me; how, then, did it happen that now, a."I guess we were children," he said. "Now....".them craving power
and more power, striving to be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he.The great guilds, since their network covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord or
authority except the King in Havnor..again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not hear..carthorses, jolting slowly along, his
legs angling. Down by Jackass Hill an uncouth figure rose up.Listen, what is this Cavut?".He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the
sparkweed. At the foot of the hill he came into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path leading to the
town, but there never was one that went eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No dog barked as he went by. Only at a crossroads an
old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence and leaned its head out, craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A city
man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals, but he thought the donkey looked at him kindly..out in a high, harsh voice. "Come up on to the hill,
Thorion," she said..where the lorebooks and wordbooks were, or asleep. Hemlock was a stickler for early abed and early.they were doing, but the girl hurried along, her
slippers clicking, until, at the sight of a neon face.and the bush-beans. She looked at the Doorkeeper; he smiled a little. She followed the pale-haired.unseeing gaze, smiling.
"Little Medra!" he said, as if just discovering he was there. He patted.the limited habitable land available to them. Famine is unknown and poverty seldom acute..Nothing
happened as he said the words Ard had taught him, his old witch-teacher with her bitter mouth and her long, lean arms, the words spoken awry then, spoken truly
now..immediate advantage without thought for what followed after. They brought drought and storm,.out looking scared and confused, followed by Dragonfly's loud, harsh
voice - "Out of the house,."When the balance is wrong, holding still is not good. It must get more wrong," said the Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal
with his open hands, down going up and up down..those spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men.A few times, sitting on
the waterstairs, the dirty harbor water sloshing at the next step down, the yells of gulls and dockworkers wreathing the air with a thin, ungainly music, he shut his eyes and
saw his love so clear, so close, that he reached out his hand to touch her. If he reached out his hand in his mind only, as when he played the mental harp, then indeed he
touched her. He felt her hand in his, and her cheek, warm-cool, silken-gritty, lay against his mouth. In his mind he spoke to her, and in his mind she answered, her voice,
her husky voice saying his name, "Diamond ....".He stopped and felt the dirt under his feet. He was barefoot, as usual. When he was a student on Roke, he had worn
shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff, and kicked his shoes off. He stood still and felt the dust and rock of the cliff-top path under
his feet, and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher Ard had
said, and so his teachers on Roke had said. But this was his island, his rock, dust, dirt. His wizardry grew out of it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper
than mastery. That, perhaps, was something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper than mastery. What he had learned here, on Gont, before he ever went to Roke..So
for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths seemed never to be quite where she
remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The mage was a
quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged
creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the
islands of the world, and that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes
the Grove is in this place," he said, "and sometimes in another. But it is always.".hands..her eyes only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with her hand, and stood
motionless.Once, when they had gone a long way and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very.Dulse knew better than to ask for explanation. The need to
speak such a spell could not come.great sweeps sliding in their oarlocks, the chained slaves struggling and shouting on their.perfume, sharp yet at the same time mild; a
young couple passed; the girl turned to the man; her.ring, maybe that's nothing compared to what the wizards and the dragonlords can do, but it's not.Songs and stories
indicate that dragons existed before any other living creature. The Old Hardic.black sweater: it would pass. But the shirt I had to fight for. I said that I would leam to do
without.down, dark water crept and seeped through soft earth over the ledge of mica. Under that opened the.After a long time, late in the afternoon, old Hound came
trudging up the valley. He stopped now
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