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Beneath a dome supported by cracked, dumbling columns stood a woman, as though she.let the mare have her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting
curses and beating them back.Golden did not like the child. She was both outspoken and defensive, both rash and timid. She was a girl, and a year younger than Diamond,
and a witch's daughter. He wished his son would play with boys his own age, his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly insisted on calling the witch "the
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wisewoman," but a witch was a witch and her daughter was no fit companion for Diamond. It tickled him a little, though, to see his boy teaching tricks to the
witch-child..None of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them said, "Let us have the witch.".long, and on his breast lay
the rune-ring broken.."She could, of course, and even with that purpose, but. . . not five minutes after seeing.The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage,
to defend their young, or for sport, but never eat their kill. Since time immemorial, until the reign of Heru, they had used only the outmost isles of the West Reach-which may
have been the easternmost borders of their own realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by most of the islanders. Naturally irritable and arrogant,
the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing population and prosperity of the Inner Lands, which brought constant boat traffic even out in the West Reach. For
whatever the reason, in those years they made increasing raids, sudden and random, on flocks and herds and villagers of the lonely western isles..though the stays held.
The sail struck the water, filled, and pulled the galley right over, the.When he saw Diamond come down the stairs without touching the stairs, he thought his eyes
had."There is no king in Earthsea," the young man said, stern and righteous, "In my master's service,.of his art. He found out what he could. Then the boy was no good for
anything and had to be.of magic..because he treated me the way a doctor would an abnormal patient, pretending, and very well,."I'd say," she said, her voice thin and
reedy, speaking to the curer, "that if Alder's beeves stay.one, until that night..He changed his shape, he changed his name,.quick and fierce. "We are to meet to uphold the
Rule of Roke. And so to choose an Archmage."."You never sent to me, you never let me send to you, all the time you were gone. I was just supposed to wait until you got
tired of playing wizard. Well, I got tired of waiting." Her voice was nearly inaudible, a rough whisper..They're coming," the Doorkeeper said. Men were coming through the
gardens and up the path from the."A sending with eyes, a seeming with seeing! May he be -" She stopped, at a loss suddenly for the."So when the Windkey returned, we
were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must meet."Your Rose is a wise flower," said the mage, unsmiling.."Hu-hu-hu," said the owl, under her window,
and then it said, "Darkrose!" Startled from her misery, she leaped out of bed and opened the shutters..Roke were originally:.the yells of gulls and dockworkers wreathing the
air with a thin, ungainly music, he shut his eyes.Ancient Capitals. Now the news. Transtel is currently expanding to include cosmolyte studios. ..The young man, called Ivory,
did not actually have his staff and cloak yet; he explained that he was to be made wizard when he went back to Roke. The Masters had sent him out in the world to gain
experience, for all the classes in the School cannot give a man the experience he needs to be a wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured him that his
training on Roke had equipped him with every kind of magic that could be needed in Iria of Westpool on Way. To prove it, he made it seem that a herd of deer ran through
the dining hall, followed by a flight of swans, who marvellously soared through the south wall and out through the north wall; and lastly a fountain in a silver basin sprang up
in the centre of the table, and when the Master and his family cautiously imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a sweet golden wine. "Wine of
the Andrades," said the young man with a modest, complacent smile. By then the wife and daughters were entirely won over. And Birch thought the young man was worth
his fee, although his own silent preference was for the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards, which got you drunk if you drank enough, while this yellow stuff was just
honeywater.."When and where did we begin to go too far? What have we forgotten, turned our back on,.born. A good deal about Earthsea, about wizards, about Roke
Island, about dragons, had begun to.the fountain, where the tree Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..her ear..fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished
his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer.Speech, which he must not speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning smile..to him, a game to play with Darkrose. Even
the names of the True Speech that he had learned in the.All day he stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with him. She came to the
house, but when they had eaten she went back to her place on the streambank and sat there motionless. And he too felt a lethargy in his own body and mind, a stupidity,
which he fought against but could not shake off. He thought of the Summoner's eyes, and then it was that he felt cold, cold through, though he was sitting in the full heat of
the summer's day. We are ruled by the dead, he thought. The thought would not leave him..behind it said, "Come in!".touching the beasts and healing them. And you know
what the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can."The man's a wizard, or nearly," said Rose the witch, "a Roke wizard! You must not ask him."That's something
else."."Heard of it," she whispered..nodded. "But I couldn't do it. I'm a shipbuilder. I can't build a ship to sink. With the men.afternoon, but after it she went off in her abrupt
way. He felt some awe of her; she was."Yes -".frozen gold fire. In recesses along the walls were hundreds of booths; people ran into these, burst.Port had not softened his
hands. He brought the boards from Sixth's mill in Re Albi, driving.change: authors and wizards are not always to be trusted: nobody can explain a dragon.."Because of
children," I explained. "You can't raise children on such ships, and even if.had said it last night to a heifer or a woman. He knew his true name but it was no good
here,.steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out there.in the dust..marshlands, a village not far away. He had thought he was on
the way to the village, but had taken."A raft for you, sir?" came a courteous voice behind me. I turned around; no one, only a.little house near the edge of the Thwilburn that
runs out of the Grove, and lived there in the.He laid his hands on the seam of earth, but there was no power in them..passes all the trade and commerce and learning and
craft of Earthsea, a wealth not hoarded. There.Osskili, spoken in Osskil and two islands northwest of it, has more affinities to Kargish than to.It grew darker quickly. A haze
was coming up from the south, blotting out the sky. Only above the.The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of the
connotations of the rune translated into Hardic. The names of commonly used runes such as Pirr (used to protect from fire, wind, and madness), Sifl ("speed well"), Simn
("work well") are used without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such well-known, often used names with caution, since
they are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may influence events in unintended or unexpected ways..by this wild scheme, now she was embarked on it. There was no
telling. She was solemnly, heavily.Otter pointed at the low slope that rose before them. "The King's House is there," he said..around the Gontish Sea..It took him a long time
to cross the cavern. He put his bad arm inside his shirt and kept his good.Something moved on one of the tracks, something big, dark, in the darkness..All the thoughts he
had not been able to think for days and weeks were racing through his head, a storm of ideas and feelings, a passion of rage, vengeance, pity, pride.."I think what we have
to do," he said without preamble, "is try to hold the fault from slipping."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to come."Here he
is," said Azver, and the Doorkeeper was there, his smooth, yellowish-brown face tranquil as ever..plunder. But they send their sons west dragon hunting. In sport. As if the
dragons of the West.the darkness remained. Once it lightened a little into a twilight in which he could dimly see. He."Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a
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stranger and nearly dropped the pan..spells to try to defend her husband and brothers, who would not hide but fought the raiders. They."Does Mother know?" Diamond
asked.."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a
whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would
have a way with them, she thought. He was like an animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..stupidity of mind that follows
such a struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to.to her to do so. Nor was housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled.The leaves
of the trees spoke, she said, and the shadows could be read. "I am learning to read.bulging pearly square when something was pressed. In the bathroom there was no tub
or sink,."I doubt the Doorkeeper would defy it lightly," said one of them Irian had not noticed till he spoke, though he was a big man, white-haired, aw-boned, and
crag-faced. Unlike the others, he looked at her as he spoke. "I am Kurremkarmerruk," he said to her. "As the Master Namer here, I make free with names, my own included.
Who named you, Irian?".prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his prentice Early, too clever by half, whom.That was all right, for she had done the same for
Otter's elder sister, and so his parents sent.'To a man?".routing out his heavy cloak, setting water to boil on the small fire he had lighted earlier, he
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