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journey ends, I have chosen as the subject of my seasonal message to you the passage which begins, 'Suffer little children to come unto me' The voice of the Mission's
presiding bishop floated serenely down from the loudspeakers around the Texas Bowl to the congregation of ten thousand listening solemnly from the terraces. The green'
rectangle of the arena below was filled by contingents from the crew and the military units standing resplendent and unmoving in full dress uniform at one end;
schoolchildren in neat, orderly blocks of freshly laundered and pressed jackets of brown and blue in the center; and, facing them from the far end on the other side of the
raised platform from Which the bishop was speaking, the ascending tiers of benches that held the VIPs in their dark suits, pastel coats, and bemedaled tunics. The voice
continued. 'The words are appropriate, for we are indeed about to meet ones whom we must recognize and accept as children in spirit, if not in all cases in body and mind
..".Five minutes later Swyley and Malloy had gone into conference in a corner with Celia and Lechat, and Colman stood apart with Sirocco and Hanlon, discussing tactical
details. "We might have enough now to put a demolition squad outside to take out the Battle Module drive section like Carson suggested," Hanlon said. "Even if Sterm gets
in there it would give more protection to the rest of the ship."."The ten more in Armley's section will help the Vandenberg situation, and I should be in better shape in the
Communications Center with Sirocco," Hanlon said. "So where does that leave us?' / -.way?".Or maybe the dog's sudden anxiety has nothing to do with the contents of the
mirrored wardrobe. She.Suddenly, rattling guns and panicked patrons are the least disturbing elements of the uproar..Bernard shook his head. "No. We're in touch with
them but Wellesley vetoed any mention of it." Colman nodded. He wouldn't have risked their deciding to fire first either. Bernard went on, "Wellesley's tried contacting the
Battle Module too, but Sterm won't talk. We sure he'll keep the module attached until after the attack goes in-in other words if he doesn't pull it off and gets blasted, we all
get blasted. The same thing applies if the Chironians decide to press the button. We have to assume he's on a forty-minute countdown, Hanlon and Annley are on their way
there, and Sirocco left a few minutes ago. Borftein is sending through everybody he can scrape together. What are the chances?".She nodded. "To both the moons, and
we've sent missions to all of Alpha's other planets. But that was quite a while ago now, with the original drive. There is a program planned to establish permanent bases
around the system, but we've deferred building the ships to do it until we've decided how they'll be powered. That's why the Kuan-yin's being made into a test-bed. It
wouldn't really be a smart idea to rush into building lots of regular fusion drives that might be obsolete in ten years. There's plenty to do on Chiron in the meantime, so
there's no big hurry." She turned her face toward him and rubbed her cheek.yards from them. Under a parking-lot arc lamp..everyone else perished.."Is this what the cities
back on Earth were like?".lap, people looked at her face and often smiled, treated her like any other kid, with no sorrow in their."What did you mean when you said 'all bets
are off'?".morning cartoon programs that had been the Sole source of moral education during their formative years.."The tires will probably be slashed," he told the auto-club
woman, "so send a flatbed instead of a.In three clinkless steel-assisted steps, Leilani reached the door. Ear to the jamb. Not a sound from the."The Army's on ifs way
through the Spindle," Lesley said to Brad. "They should start arriving here any time now.".choice. So Bernard was going up to the Mayflower ii too. He would explain
everything to Jean later, he decided.."I can live without power as long as I've got pie," Leilani said, but she still hadn't forked up a mouthful of."Donella, don't be too hard on
the kid. He didn't mean nothing by what he said. Nothing like you think.."That happened with a lot of people," Colman told her. "Things were so messed up after the war.
Does it matter?".tip?".plate as he grabs his glass of Pepsi. Sputtering, with cola foaming from his nostrils, face turning as red and.plastic, leather straps, and elastic belts.
Leilani liked to believe that this contraption had a nicely ominous,.Still wary but with growing confidence, he drops to his knees to search the closet floor for anything
that.Driscoll didn't follow what she meant, so he ignored it. "I mean it," he told her..The assistant's patience snapped at last. "This is ridiculous! I want to know who is in
overall authority here. You must have a Director of Operations or some equivalent. Please be kind enough to--".river runs wild, and suddenly we're caught up in a flood. But
when we're in a flood, we don't panic, do.THE SITUATION RESOLVED itself rapidly to leave Stormbel firmly in control of the Military, and the Canaveral shuttlebase
completely in Terran hands. Communications were restored by late afternoon, and some of the less pressing matters that had been put off while the Army was on alert
began to receive attention. Among these was the clearing out of the Kalens residence and the removal of its more valuable contents to safer keeping. By dusk the driveway
and parking areas around the house had accumulated an assortment of air and ground vehicles involved with the work details. Nobody paid much attention to the military
personnel carrier that shouldn't have been there as it landed quietly on the grass just inside the trees by the rear parking area.."Well, that was up to you. We told you.".At
the Maddocs' rented mobile home, drapery-filtered lamplight glowed dark sour orange, less.STARSHIP COMMAND CENTER, CAPTAIN CURTIS HAMMOND..but one: If
you counted snakes an asset, then not merely a single serpent lurked within this foliage, but a."And that would be enough to fix something?".If whorehouse decor favored
red light, as reputed, then this atmosphere was holier suited to a prostitute.suppose that she had originally gotten into heavy drugs not merely because "they taste so good,"
as she.Excitement and anticipation were showing in Kath's eyes as the last of the speeches ended. A hush fell over the gathering while Lechat stepped up to cut the ribbon
and formally commission the ship that he would command. Kath squeezed Colman's arm, and beside them Lurch II held Alex high on its forearm for a better view as the
drapes fell away to uncover a gleaming plaque of bronze upon which was inscribed in two-foot-high letters: HENRY B. CONGREVE-the new name of the ship that would
bring Earth's children home..creatures, but in some ways, they're pathetically predictable." "You're nine, huh?".by fit or fandango..The roar of the long barrage has left his
ears ringing. Yet in the aftermath, Curtis is able to hear people.Adam seemed to think about it for a long time. "No ...' he said slowly at last. "We're on our own on a grain of
dust somewhere in a gas of galaxies. Inventing guardian angels for company won't change it. Whether we make it or not is up to us. If we mess it up, the universe out there
won't miss us." He paused to study the expression on Colman's face, then went on, "It's not really so cold and lonely when you think about it. True, it means we have to get
along without any supernatural big brothers to control Nature for us and solve our problems, but what are we losing if they don't exist anyway? On the other hand, we don't
have to fear all the nonsense that gets invented along with them either. That means we're completely free to decide our own destiny and trust in our own reason. To me
that's not such a bad feeling.".to Sundaes on Wednesdays." "You turning yourself loose?" Rickster asked. "Yeah. Yeah, I'm leaving.".Driscoll sighed irritably. This was no
time for long debates. "You don't understand," he said..She knocked again..matter of principle. Born to wealth and blessed with great beauty, she would skate through life
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with a.But he did have strong principles and a disposition to discretion and not being impetuous, which was why Judge Fulmire had felt safe in confiding his misgivings
about the situation that he suspected was shaping up behind the scenes, politically..Curtis assumes they will continue past him, all the way to the roadblock. Instead, they
slow to a stop at a.the SD's from the Battle Module were approaching, and he had retired to a sheltered observation platform from which he could direct operations with a
clear view into the tunnel. Lesley, Colman, and Swyley moved behind a stanchion where Driscoll and a couple more? from D Company were crouched with their weapons.
A few seconds later the soldiers all around tensed expectantly..'Would they accept a job like that?" Jean asked, sounding dubious,."I have no idea," Colman said, grinning.
Even Celia found that she had to bite her lip to prevent herself from laughing. "So what happened? Did you send them back up?"."Mama likes bad boys."."Exactly what are
you asking us to do?' Otto asked from the screen. Lechat tossed up his hands and began pacing again..dinner, and she'll repay you with emotional devastation! Serve her
chicken sandwiches, and she'll give."She performed at a club called Planet Pussycat."."Proceed, General," Farnhill said from the back..five-hundred rummy."."Just don't you
stray from here," the driving machine warns. He tugs on the bill of his green cap, the way."But you are. What can you do to stop it?".not merely a passing madness or an
enduring insanity, but also passion. If looniness could be converted
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